
 
	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  

SCIENCE ALLIANCE PROGRAM – 2015 APPLICATION INFORMATION 
PACKET 

 
 

Dear Applicant:  
 
Do you wonder about the immense variety of life that you see every day? Do you want to explore the 
vast expanse of the universe – learn about planets, stellar systems, galaxies, and the physical laws that 
apply to them and to you here on Earth? Are you interested in learning about the evolution of humans 
and other organisms, and delving into our recent and not so recent past?  
 
Are you a student who: 

• Is currently in the 5th or 6th grade? 
• Loves science in any form? 
• Is able to spend Friday after school at the Museum? 
• Enjoys a personalized experience with instructors and working collaboratively with other 

students? 
If so, Science Alliance may be for you! 

 
The Science Alliance Program is an exciting and challenging enrichment program hosted by the 
American Museum of Natural History for middle schoolers. It provides students with the opportunity 
to become a part of the scientific world that exists within the Museum. You can experience the 
Museum through classes incorporating hands-on exploration, behind the scenes adventures and 
content-rich programming that goes beyond New York State and National Science Standards. The 
class focuses on biodiversity and conservation, anthropology, and astrophysics. Science Alliance 
encourages you to develop a life-long love of science, as you become part of a like-minded group of 
students your age who are driven by their curiosity about the scientific world. 
 
Science Alliance is a three-year program, which meets weekly during the school year on Friday 
afternoons from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. The program includes a component of shared learning, by 
scheduling special Parent Universities so parents can be in touch with information that you are 
learning. Students will have the opportunity to re-enroll annually in Science Alliance until the 
completion of middle school. After graduating 8th grade, Science Alliance students can continue their 
science learning at the Museum by having access to the Museum's outstanding high school offerings. 
For more information, please visit our website: http://www.amnh.org/ScienceAlliance 
 
The Museum offers several additional programs for middle schoolers, with varying schedules and 
commitment. For complete listings please see http://www.amnh.org/learn-teach/grades-6-8 
One program, the Lang Science Program, requires a seven-year commitment, from middle school 
through high school. This program meets on Saturdays during the school year and 3 weeks in the 
summer, and covers many of the same topics as the Science Alliance Program. For more information 
about the Lang Science Program, please see http://www.amnh.org/Lang 
PLEASE NOTE – Students may only apply to one of these programs, either the Science Alliance 
Program or the Lang Science Program. All other programs are open to all, pending scheduling. 
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The Science Alliance Program – Frequently Asked  Questions 
 

 
Who can apply? 
Students who are currently in 5th grade or 6th grade. 
 
Can my 4th grader apply? Do you have spots for older students? 
At this time, we are searching for applications from students currently in 5th grade who will be entering 
6th grade in the 2015-16 school year, and may have some places for 6th graders entering 7th grade. 

 
What does the program cost? 
A very generous number of FULL SCHOLARSHIPS to the program are available, based on 
financial need.  For those that do not qualify, the full cost of the program is $2000/year. Your 
ability to pay will NOT be a factor in determining acceptance into the program. 

 
When does the Science Alliance program meet? 
We meet on Friday late afternoons after school during the school year. There are three modules: Fall, 
Winter, and Spring. Schedules for the modules will be handed out well in advance of program dates, 
and take both DOE and Independent School breaks into account. 
 
What opportunities are available for my child after middle school? 
After Science Alliance, students have access to the Museum’s varied high school offerings. These 
include stand-alone classes, interning in Museum Halls, and in depth scientific research training. 
More information can be found at http://www.amnh.org/learn-teach/grades-9-12 

 
Are the classes hands-on? 
Yes! And more! Students are constantly learning by doing, observing, and creating. But the Science 
Alliance program has much more to offer, including behind-the-scenes tours of the Museum’s labs 
and collections, guest scientists and student-led presentations. 

 
How many students are in the program? 
Each year, we recruit approximately 20 new students entering Year 1. In the 2014-15 school year, there 
are over 70 active students from 6th – 8th grade. 

 
Other than classes, what else is offered? 
Science Alliance students are issued a photo ID badge that gives them access to the Museum. 
Additionally, students gain special access to space shows, special exhibits and more. 
 
Each class module has a Parent University. Scheduled at the regular class time, parents are invited to 
join their students and see firsthand what they have learned in their previous module. The precise 
content varies depending on the topic being taught that session, but generally includes either a hands-
on activity for parents and students to complete or student led presentations. 
 
We also hold a final commencement event for the graduating 8th grade class. 
 

-Continued- 
 



When is the application due, and what does it require?  
The 2015 applications are due on Monday, March 2nd. 

 
Part of the application is online http://tinyurl.com/SciAlliance2015 asking for basic information (name, 
address, school, etc.). The application also includes a supplemental portion, which needs to be mailed in 
separately; the supplemental section includes written responses from the student applicant, two 
recommendation letters from teachers or other adults (who know the student in an academic context and 
are not family members), and the student’s most recent report card from their school. For more 
information, see pages 4 through 8. 

 
After the application, then what? 
Following the application deadline, completed applications will be screened to select students for 
interview. You will be notified of your application status regardless of whether or not you are invited to 
interview. More information will be available at that time. 

 
When will decisions be made? 
We hope to have all decisions made, and families informed, by the beginning of May 2015. However, 
we cannot guarantee a specific date due to the extensive review process that each applicant receives. 

 
Do you offer assistance in applying to high school and college? 
As of the 2015 application release, we are able to offer free test preparation classes for 8th graders for 
the Science High School Aptitude Test (required for admission to specialized high schools such as 
Stuyvesant and the Bronx High School of Science.) 
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Application Instructions 
The application requires three parts: 

1. An online application, available at http://tinyurl.com/SciAlliance2015 (case sensitive)  
 

2.   Supplemental information that must be sent to us, detailed below.  
 

3.   Two recommendation letters from adults who are not family members. These may include 
teachers (school or otherwise), coaches, religious leaders, or anyone that can speak to the 
child’s interests and commitment. 

 
We MUST have all three parts of the application for the process to move forward. If you are missing 
any part of the application, it will not be considered. 

 
Supplemental information 
The supplemental information is required, and can be mailed in, or scanned/emailed in, or dropped 
off.  It includes: 

•   a questionnaire to be filled out by the student applicant (available on the following pages) 
•   a copy of the applicant’s most recent  5th grade report card 

Please note – please send a copy, materials sent to us cannot be returned. 
•   and signatures from the applicant and family stating their support and interest.  

The following pages have more information about the supplemental information. 

Getting the supplemental information to the Museum 
You are welcome to send in the packet and the recommendation letters in three ways.  Please choose 
one and only one way, but keep a copy for yourself. 

 
By email (preferred method) – please scan and email to sciencealliance@amnh.org  

 
By mail – please mail it to: 
American Museum of Natural History 
Science Alliance Program, Education Department 
200 Central Park West 
New York, NY 10024  

 
By dropping it off – please drop it off with the security guards at the Museum’s 24-hour security desk.  
Use the 1st Floor Security entrance located UNDER the main entrance on Central Park West and 79th 
St. Include: “Attention:  Science Alliance Program, Education Department.” 

 
Questions? 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email us (preferred) at sciencealliance@amnh.org, or 
call 212-769-5982. Please note, due to the high volume of calls received, messages will be answered 
as quickly as possible. Email is always faster. 

 
After we receive your completed application, it will be thoroughly reviewed. 
Qualified applicants will be contacted after the application deadline and invited in 
for an interview. You will be notified of your application status regardless of 
whether or not you are invited to an interview.
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The questions below are to be answered by the student applicant.  Parents/guardians may explain 
the questions, but the student should answer in their own words and in their own handwriting. 
Feel free to attach drawings, pictures or other creative work that helps him/her explain the 
answers. 

 
For those who are physically unable to answer in their own handwriting, please type the 
answers and include an explanation. 

 
1) Please explain why you want to be in the Science Alliance Program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) What are some of your favorite things to do in your free time? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Tell us something that has made you curious that you want to know more about. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Describe a time that you learned something about science outside of class at school. 
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The Science Alliance Program is a 3-year program that meets Friday afternoons during the school year 
from 4:30-6:30 PM. As the parent/guardian of this applicant, I understand this and am willing, able, and 
eager to support my student in this endeavor. We will take this commitment seriously, and will make this 
program a priority over other activities for my child, except for family and school. 

 
  Applicant name:         

 
 
 

Signature:         
 
 
 

       Date:          
 
 
 

Relationship to applicant: 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As the applicant, I also am willing, able, and eager to participate in the Science Alliance Program! 
I have a deep interest in science and the natural world, and I want to work with other students who share 
these interests. If I am selected, I will be an active member of the program, will respect other students, 
and work together with others. I realize this will take up a lot of time, and am willing to commit my 
Friday afternoons to be a part of it. 

 
 
 

Applicant signature:



	  
	  

SCIENCE ALLIANCE PROGRAM – 2015 APPLICATION S  
RECOMMENDATION FORM, PAGE 1 

 

 

 
Student’s name    

 
Recommender’s name    

 
To the recommender, 

 

 
Thank you for taking the time to tell us about this student who is applying to the Science Alliance 
Program. The Science Alliance program is a 3-year, extracurricular, afterschool science program 
concentrating on the sciences studied and exhibited at the American Museum of Natural History. 
Students take courses, conduct research, prepare for high school, and also meet scientists, work 
collaboratively, and explore the natural world. For more information, please see 
http://www.amnh.org/ScienceAlliance 

 
All answers will be kept confidential. Answers below should be written legibly, or can be typed/printed, 
or sent in via email. See the next page for details on returning answers to us. 

 
1) What is your relationship with this student, and how long have you known her/him? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) How has this student demonstrated an interest in science? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) Has this student’s family supported her/his interest? If so, how? 



 

 

SCIENCE ALLIANCE PROGRAM – 2015 APPLICATION SUPPLEMENT 
RECOMMENDATION FORM, PAGE 2 

 
4) Does this student work well with others (including classmates and adults)? Please explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5) Describe a time when this student has displayed one of her/his greatest strengths. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6) If you have any concerns about this student being in the Science Alliance Program, please 
describe them below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7) Is there anything else we should know about this student? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please return your answers to us by March 2nd, 2015 in one of three ways: 

•   By email (preferred method) – please type your answers, or scan this form, and email to 
ScienceAlliance@amnh.org.  Please use your professional email address (e.g.  @schools.nyc.gov) 

•   By mail – please mail it to: 
American Museum of Natural History 
Science Alliance Program, Education Department 
200 Central Park West 
New York, NY  10024 

• By dropping it off – please drop it off with the security guards at the Museum’s 24-hour security 
desk.  This desk is located UNDER the main entrance on Central Park West and 79th St. Please 
include “Attention: Science Alliance Program, Education Department.” 


